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For residents of Braysdown, Carlingcott, 
Peasedown St John and Woodborough

The area we know as the Recreation Ground or “Rec” was land 
originally purchased by the local mining community in the 1920s 
for the social well-being and recreation of the workers and their 
families.  
The land is held under Charitable Trust and the Parish Council 
became the Charity Trustee in the 1990s.  Since that time a lot has 
happened, with a major refurbishment of the changing rooms in 
2012, and the installation of some exciting new equipment which 
provides a wider range of outdoor activities for local residents to 
enjoy.
The football facilites are now used by five different local teams, 
including one under-15s team.  The facilities are maintained by the 
Parish Council who spend nearly £4,000 per year on maintaining the pitch and the associated buildings.  
Around half of this cost is covered by donations from the football clubs using the pitch.

Focus on the Recreation Ground

 
The Parish Council recognises the crucial role that volunteers and 
community groups play in Peasedown St John, and how key they are 
to a succesful community.  The Council has allocated budget for the 
2020/21 financial year and welcomes applications for funding through 
their Community Grants Scheme.  The Council can only award grants 
using certain legal powers, and must be confident that any grant awarded 
will benefit residents of Peasedown St John, Carlingcott, New Buildings, 
Braysdown and Woodborough.  Community grants will only be considered 
once during this financial year and the application dealine is 12 noon on 
Friday 3rd April 2020. Forms are available from the Parish Office or can 
be downloaded via our website.
Photo shows Cllrs Jo Davis and Andy Larcombe, who are respectively 
Vice-Chair and Chair of the Finance & Amenities Committee.

Community Grants 

This map from the 1920s shows the Recreation 
Ground was originally home to the ‘Miners’ 
Welfare Institute’ and featured a Band Stand.

The Parish Council has up-dated the facilities on the Recreation 
Ground in recent years, to include a skate park, new play equipment 
and a shelter with seating.

The football facilities are used by five different teams and the 
Parish Counciil now maintain both the pitch and changing rooms.

www.facebook.com/PeasedownStJohnParishCouncil                      www.peasedownstjohnparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Spring is nearly here and with it some changes, including a new era outside the EU.  
Some may be pleased, whilst others may be feeling sad or worried about what’s to come.  
Whatever your views on recent political events at a national level, Councillors will be 
working hard to look after the village, and the needs of local residents.  We are holding 
regular Advice Surgeries at Beacon Hall, where you can call in and have a chat with your 
councillors and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee.  Recent Advice Surgeries have been well-
attended, and have generated some good ideas, including plans for the telephone kiosk 
on Bath Road mentioned below.     Our next advice surgeries will be Friday 21st February 
2020 3-7pm; Friday 20th March 2020 3-7pm and Friday 24th April 2020 3-7pm.  We look 
forward to seeing you there!
Best wishes, Kathy.

Thoughts from the Chair

Councillors were pleased to learn that Peasedown St 
John Primary School is setting up a “Park and Stride” 
scheme, where parents/carers are encouraged to park 
their car a 5-minute walk from school and then walk the 
rest of the way with their children. 

The school have asked parents to park in the car park 
at The Red Post Inn on Bath Road, and to walk the 
remaining 300m to the school.  Cllr Kathy Thomas said: 
“We welcome this initiative from the Primary School, 
which we hope will not only encourage the children to 
adopt a more healthy lifestyle, but will reduce traffic and 
improve safety at dropping-off times.”

Primary School “Park and Stride”
Mobile phone ownership has caused a dramatic fall 
in the use of phone kiosks, and many have now been 
removed as a result.  The phone kiosk on Bath Road 
in Peasedown St John was scheduled for removal, but 
there are now plans for the Parish Council to “adopt” it 
and for a group of local residents to put it to good use 
for the local community.
The group are interested in taking responsibility for the 
kiosk, in conjunction with the Primary School. They 
plan to use the box as a multi-purpose space for the 
community, with ideas ranging from a food box for 
surplus allotment produce to a community display-case 
for artwork.   They hope to get children from the Primary 
School to help design the interior, and to involve other 
groups such as the new Youth Group at “The Hive” 
(formerly Peasedown Youth Hub).
Cllr Kathy Thomas said: “The Parish Council 
successfully adopted the telephone kiosk in Carlingcott 
in 2012 and oversaw its transformation and conversion 
into a community book-exchange by a group of local 
volunteers.  We are delighted that there is interest 
in taking on another kiosk on Bath Road, which will 
preserve part of our local heritage. We would love to 
hear your ideas on how the kiosk could be used for the 
community”.  

Please let us have your ideas by e-mail, to:
kiosk@psjpc.onmicrosoft.com

New Beginnings for an Old Box

Above left: the telephone kiosk in Carlingcott, following restoration.  
Above right:  Cllr Kathy Thomas with a group of local residents outside 

the kiosk on Bath Road.

www.facebook.com/PeasedownStJohnParishCouncil                      www.peasedownstjohnparishcouncil.gov.uk

Find out what’s been going on
 in your village!

The Parish Meeting is an opportunity for the electorate of the 
village to raise any queries or matters of concern relating to their 
local community.  Please raise your concerns or questions before 

24th March 2020 by contacting the clerk on 
01761 433686 or by e-mailing 

clerk@peasedownstjohnparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Due to time constraints, questions not submitted in advance 
may not be answered at the meeting, but will receive a written 

response as soon as possible after the meeting. 

Annual Village Meeting
For all residents of

Peasedown St John,
Braysdown, Carlingcott & Woodborough

BEACON HALL

31 March 2020
7.00 pm 


