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The Parish Council would like to explain some of the issues with faulty 
streetlights which have taken a long time to resolve, causing frustration for 
residents in some parts of the village. This has been caused by some major 
changes which have been largely outside of our control.
Firstly, the Parish Council has upgraded its streetlights to energy-efficient 
LED lights. This has already resulted in cost-savings for our residents and 
in the longer-term will be significant. These lights also provide other benefits 
such as more effective lighting for roads and pavements, darker skies, and 
a lower environmental impact.
However, we recognise that there have been some problems with the new 
lights, some of which were taken from a faulty batch, which has unfortunately 
resulted in a higher failure rate than usual. These problems would normally be 
resolved by the installation contractor, SSE Contracting Ltd, under warranty. 
However, SSE Contracting Ltd have recently advised that equipment failures 
must now be followed up directly with the manufacturer.
The Clerk is currently liaising with the manufacturer for several replacement 
units, under the terms of the warranty. These units are a long time coming, 
due to the various impacts on manufacturing and distribution. We are looking 
to repair the faulty lights swiftly, as well as securing a number of replacement 
lamps for future repairs to eliminate the delays we have encountered to date.
An Advisory Panel of the Parish Council is working hard with Parish 
Council staff to expedite these repairs and to negotiate a new streetlighting 
maintenance contract to avoid any similar delays in the future. Councillor 
Kathy Thomas, Chair of the Advisory Panel, said: “We are very grateful 
to local residents for their patience whilst our street lighting maintenance 

process is under review, and we hope that any recent issues will be resolved 
in the very near future.”

Resolving Streetlight Faults

In February, Parish Councillors were assisted by volunteers 
from the Peasedown Envoronment Group to plant 150 new 
trees in the village. 
All complied with social distancing and COVID regulations and 
carried out the task as part of their daily exercise. Volunteers 
worked together to plant young native trees donated by The 
Woodland Trust, with biodegradable mulch mats and pegs. 
The trees were planted on Beacon Field and The Recreation 
Ground, as part of a succession of planting to help replace 
trees lost due to issues such as ash dieback disease.
Thank you to all the volunteers and to our Parish Council Staff 
for enabling us to plant these trees before the Spring! 
This is an activity we hope to open to the wider village in 
the coming years, to further improve our beautiful natural 
environment for humans and wildlife alike. 

Community Tree Planting

(L to R) Councillors Andrew Larcombe, Conor 
Ogilvie-Davidson, Kathy Thomas and Jonathan Rich, 
next to one of the upgraded streetlights.
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This year the majority of our Community Grants have not been issued due to 
restrictions on community activities during the COVID pandemic.  
Because of this, we have rolled-over last year’s Community Grants fund to 2021 
and, in addition to our usual grants, community groups can apply for help from our 
new “COVID Recovery Fund”.  The purpose of this is to get groups/organisations 
back on their feet following the pandemic, or perhaps to hold an extra event to give 
people something to look forward to in the summer, once restrictions are lifted.
Please take a look at our website and Facebook page for further details and an 
application form or contact the Parish Office. Applications will open on 17th 
March 2021 and must be submitted by 12 noon on 19th April 2021. 

Virtual
Annual Village Meeting

For all residents of Peasedown St John, 
Braysdown and Carlingcott

30 March 2021
7.00pm

Online access via our 
website or Facebook page

The Village Meeting is an opportunity to raise any ideas or 
questions about your parish (Peasedown St John, Braysdown 

and Carlingcott).  Please send these by email before 23rd 
March 2021, or contact the Parish Office on (01761) 433686.  
Due to time constraints, we may not respond at the meeting 

unless you send your query in advance, but we will respond by 
email as soon as possible after the meeting.

All welcome - we look forward to meeting you!

Today the sun is shining and the end of this period of lockdown is in sight.  Many of us will be 
looking forward to late May when we may be able to meet a few friends.
I pay tribute to our Parish Council staff and fellow councillors for keeping the council on track as 
the pandemic raged.  Working at the RUH it was sobering to witness the terrible effects of the 
virus and how devastating the infection can be to the human body.
Our plans for the coming year are shown in the Precept Leaflet.  I wish to highlight two projects 
which will enhance the amenities in the parish enabling more residents to enjoy our open spaces.
Firstly, improving access to the Recreation Ground: the path will be extended to join Whitebrook 
Lane with a new section so that all residents can walk, run, push a buggy or ride on a mobility 

scooter around the field on a good surface.  It will ensure that all the access gates lead onto a hard surface.
Another exciting project is the development of a “Philosopher’s” quiet seating area, next to Beacon Hall.  Beacon 
Field can be very busy, and sometimes a quiet space away from the hustle and bustle is what is required.  It is likely 
to be similar to the Memorial Garden at Ashgrove Cemetery.  Strange as it may seem, it was inspired by a similar 
area in a busy London park near to my daughter’s home.  
Take care, keep well and look out for your friends and neighbours.  With best wishes, Kathy

Thoughts from the Chair

Households across Bath and North East Somerset will 
soon be asked to take part in Census 2021.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives the 
most accurate estimate of all the people and households 
in England and Wales. It has been carried out every 
decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941, and is run 
by the Office for National Statistics.
This year is the first census run predominantly online, 
with households receiving a letter with a unique access 
code allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their 
computers, phones or tablets.
Iain Bell, deputy national statistician at Office for National 
Statistics, said: “A successful census will ensure everyone 
from local government to charities can put services and 
funding in the places where they are most needed.
“This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, schools 
and new transport routes. That’s why it is so important 
everyone takes part and we have made it easier for 
people to do so online on any device, with help and paper 
questionnaires for those that need them.”
Census day will be on March 21, but households across 
the country will receive letters with online codes allowing 
them to take part from early March.
Results will be available within 12 months, although 
personal records will be locked away for 100 years, kept 
safe for future generations.
For more information, visit https://census.gov.uk/

Census 2021 

Community Grants and Covid Recovery Fund


